
THE POWER OF GOOD 

 

“Do not be overcome with evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:21) 

  

Overcome evil with good?  What does good look like … the kind of good that disarms and 

overcomes evil? 

 

It has been said that one of the greatest miracles Jesus ever did was in what He said on the cross. 

Those seven last words do more to reveal the goodness and glory of His love than all of His 

miracles. When anyone of us gets a headache or a toothache, we can become so absorbed in our 

own pain. Yet, even while dying such a cruel death, Jesus is preoccupied with those around Him. 

 “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34) 

 

The love of Jesus is not conditional. There are no strings attached. The glory of His love is 

revealed as He prays for those pounding the nails into His flesh. They did not ask for this. They 

did not apologize first. He offered it as a gift. 

 

The power of good is seen and heard in these words. It is also witnessed when we forgive those 

who do not know how they hurt us. Forgiveness is not based on apologies or people owning up 

to what they do. Forgiveness is a gift freely offered. Forgiving someone does not mean you have 

to trust them. Forgiving someone does not mean you let them off the hook. It means you take the 

knife out of your gut.  Forgiving is not easy. It does not mean that we excuse or even forget.  

How can we do this? We cannot. Forgiveness is not ours to own or give. Only Jesus can forgive.  

The power of good is seen when Jesus enables a person to say, “I forgive you”, even when it 

goes against all reason and emotion.  

 

I forgive you. They are not easy words to say but they are words that are freeing. They free us 

from past hurt. They free us to allow Christ’s love and goodness to move through us to the one 

who has hurt us. Forgiveness is His, not ours, to give. We are only the vessels. He will give us 

the power to do what we cannot. Who is there in your life to with whom you need the power and 

goodness of the cross to forgive? 

 

Lord, it is so hard. I cannot do it on my own, but I offer myself to you and ask that your 

forgiveness flow through me to … 

 

 


