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Join us in one of the many opportunities to enrich your spiritual life and 
help you delve deeper into God's word.

Congregational Journey 
A six week video Bible Study that will be in a small group setting hosted by volunteer 
leaders from the church starting the week of  October7. Sign up at the church or visit our 
website @ www.stlukecabot.org to register.  

Joint Bible Study - A Study on the book of James
"A Faith That Works."
Led by the Pastors in the Church Transept,
 starting September 9 - 30 at 9:15 a.m.

Senior High Youth Bible Study
Led by Vicar Brian Bocian in the Old School House,
starting September 16, at 9:15 a.m.

Celebrate Recovery
A Christ-Centered Small Group Recovery Program led by Eric Rettig in Room 111,
Sundays at 9:15 a.m.

Your Voice
A women's Bible Study that meets the 1st Monday of the month in the Bridal Room,
at 6:00 p.m.

A contingent from Sax-
onburg, along with our 
Mayor Bill Gillespie 
and St. Luke teacher 
Sue Gillespie, recently 
went to visit Muhlhau-
sen, Germany to renew 
their agreement to con-
tinue to be sister cities.

This is a stained glass 
window with a coat of 
arms.  They could even 
be from an ancestor of 
the original settlers of 
Saxonburg.

Mayor Bill Gillespie, 
Sue Gillespie, and the 
Mayor of Muhlhausen.

Congratulations to 
the travelers for rep-
resenting Saxonburg 
and our congregation 
across the ocean.
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We were blessed to be a 
part of Pastor Ben Berteau's 
Orientation / Installation 
service here at St. Luke on 
July 8,  2018.  Pastor Ben 
and his wife Crystal are 
quickly becoming an in-
tegral part of the St. Luke 
fabric of life

"Oh Lord, I love the habi-
tation of your house and 
the place where your glory 
dwells."

Psalm 26:8

Pastor 's 
C o r n e r
Hello again, Saints at St. Luke!  
 
    It’s Pastor Ben, here, to give you a bit more background on myself by 
way of an introduction.  I’ve never met a taco, Chicago style hot dog or 
craft beer I didn’t like! 
   As you may have seen at the ordination/installation service, I’m mar-
ried to the most beautiful and talented woman in the world, Crystal. We 
were married December 27, 2014 in Chesapeake, Virginia, where Crystal 
lived her whole life prior to college. My dad was an LCMS navy chap-
lain/pastor and at the time was active duty when we moved to Chesa-
peake in 2005. Crystal and I first met in middle school choir, though we 
weren’t even friends, let alone interested in each other until my senior 
year of high school when we started dating. Six months later I gradu-
ated high school and went to Concordia University, Saint Paul (CSP) as 
I had long planned. The real miracle is that after a year of long-distance 
dating, Crystal’s parents let her follow me to CSP as well! After 4 years 
of college, we were married during Christmas time of my first year at 
the seminary. Crystal is an elementary school music teacher and worked 
the past 3.5 years at Eureka Elementary School in St. Louis. She loves 
writing programs for her students, directing choir, and sharing the love 
of music with others. Crystal is currently finishing her Masters of Music 
Education from the University of Florida this year. She loves to garden, 
make crafts of all kinds, read, and run. Together we love to go out to eat, 
find wineries and breweries to share a good drink and appetizer, listen 
to and attend Dave Matthews band concerts (8 so far!), and most of all, 
being passionate fans of Minnesota sports teams (skol Vikings!) ((you 
can drop into my office any time to see a few Vikings things…)). We’re 
very excited to have added an Australian shepherd puppy, Beau, to our 
family very soon!
    We are simply thrilled and blessed to be at St. Luke. We feel that God 
has placed us and prepared us for exactly this congregation. As both a 
pastor’s kid and a military brat, I’ve moved around quite a bit – not to 
mention moving every 12 months the past 4 years straight! Crystal and I 
are both glad and happy to say that we’re ready to plant some deep roots 
here in Cabot, and simply enjoy living and serving alongside all of you. 
Crystal certainly has the spiritual gift of hosting and hospitality, so we 
look forward to inviting you over to our home sometime! We’re looking 
forward to living a Micah 6:8 lifestyle with you all here in Cabot.

God’s blessings,
Pastor Ben and Crystal Berteau

Beau Berteau
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Pastor Gandy is a Second Lieu-
tenant in the US Air Force. We 
at St. Luke and Faith have been 
privileged to hear about Pastor 
Gandy's experience at Officer 
Training School (2017), Chap-
lain Candidate Intensive Intern-
ship (2017), and his Active Duty 
Training at Eielson Air Force 
Base near Fairbanks, Alaska this 
past summer (2018). This is one 
of the stories that he shared with 
us.
-
"Having originally gone to col-
lege to pursue becoming a Special 
Forces Officer, I was sitting in a 
Religious Studies course (a re-
quired course for everyone at the 
University) when I was struck 
with what I thought was a very 
strange idea: becoming a Chap-
lain instead. I dismissed the idea 
because I never saw myself that 
way. A couple months later my 
father passed away in Iraq. It 
was earth-shaking (faith-shak-
ing even). This (as well as many 
other instances since) solidified 
my understanding that God was 
calling me toward the Pastoral 
Office and Chaplaincy."
-
Pastor Gandy is hard at work 
pursuing opportunities to reach 
the community through many 
different mission projects, while 
being a dedicated father and hus-
band.

.  

Greetings in Christ!

  We are blessed to be a part of the Faith-St. 
Luke team and we look forward to getting to 
know each and every one of you! Here’s a 
little bit about me and my family:
  I was born on the island of American Samoa-
-it’s kind of by Hawaii. When I was about 2 
years old my father joined the Army, and thus 
began our moves across the U.S. We finally 
ended up in Wisconsin. There I attended Tomah High School and Viterbo 
University in La Crosse, where I met my lovely bride, Britta. We were 
members of Good Shepherd Lutheran (Tomah) and Faith Lutheran Church 
(La Crosse). 
  Rev. Paul Mundinger, from Faith Lutheran Church, officiated our wedding 
and also baptized our eldest daughter, Leilani. After graduating college 
with a Bachelors in Ministry, we left for Concordia Theological Seminary 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana. During the final stretch of our second year at Fort 
Wayne, we were blessed with our first daughter, Leilani. She was born just 
before my vicarage. We were fortunate to travel back to our home congre-
gation in La Crosse to have her baptism. My vicarage was in Fort Wayne 
at Shepherd of the City Lutheran Church. We stayed local so Britta could 
continue her work as a Pre-K Teacher for a Title I School called Abbett 
Elementary.   While Britta worked, I brought Leilani with me to church 
everyday through vicarage (she literally grew up in the church). Leilani is 
now 2 years old. Our second child, Miriam, was born just after graduat-
ing seminary. She was just 4 days old when we packed up and moved to 
Pennsylvania. One of my first acts as a newly ordained Pastor was to bap-
tize Miriam. It was a beautiful way to begin the ministry. Miriam is now 3 
months old.
  As a family, we enjoy spoiling 
our kids, eating junk food, work-
ing out, playing at parks, going 
to the zoo, and reading books. 
Pastor Gandy’s favorite hobby 
is working out. Britta’s favorite 
hobby is shopping at her favor-
ite store, Trader Joe’s. Leilani’s 
favorite hobby is dressing up as 
a ballerina. Miriam’s favorite 
hobby is blowing bubbles.

Pastor & Mission 
Developer
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Our New Principal

We are excited to welcome our   
new school principal, Kelly 
Carney for the 2018 - 2019 aca-
demic year.

There will be an opportunity 
on October 28, to express your 
heartfelt thanks to our out-
going school principal, Mark 
Wilt, for his many years of 
faithful service to our  school 
and church.  A retirement par-
ty is being planned in Mark's 
honor.  Please look for updates 
on when and where to register 
to attend.

St. Luke School is looking for-
ward to a great year with a 
great staff and 170 energet-
ic students in K - 8th grade 
and even more energetic pre-
schoolers.

The theme for this year is based 
on Proverbs 28:1 , " The wick-
ed flee when no one pursues, 
but the righteous are bold as 
a lion.    You will see the motto 
of "Be Bold, be Strong, in 
Him," throughout the school.   
The teachers will be focusing 
on Kindness, Integrity, Re-
spect, and Love. Our school 
mascot this year was created 
by our art teacher, Susan Burt-
ner and can be found on the 
gym doors.

Greetings!  It is my joy and privi-
lege to be serving St. Luke Lu-
theran School as the principal 
for the 2018-2019 school year.  
My family moved to Saxonburg 
in 2011 after my husband’s job 
transferred to Grove City.  We 
chose to live in Saxonburg be-
cause of St. Luke Lutheran 
Church and School.  A Christian 
education was of utmost impor-
tance when we were relocating 
along with a finding a Luther-
an church.  St. Luke Lutheran 
Church and School was an an-
swer to prayer and a blessing to our family.  My husband, Bill 
and I are both from the Niagara Falls, NY area.  We are “high 
school sweethearts” and have been married for 23 years.  I at-
tended Concordia College in Bronxville, NY where I received my 
degree in Education.  Upon graduation, I received my first call to 
teach 5th&6th grades at Bethlehem Lutheran School in Ossian, 
IN.  I have taught in several Lutheran Schools in IN, VA, NC and 
now PA!  I have held a variety of positions at St. Luke the past 7 
years… classroom helper, PTL president, classroom aide, substi-
tute teacher, P.E. instructor, half-day teacher kindergarten, half-
day teacher fourth grade… and now principal!  
 
Bill and I are blessed with three children, Hannah (19yrs.), Kayla 
(16yrs.) and Matthew (13yrs.).  Hannah is a sophomore at Penn 
State pursuing a degree in Food Science.  Kayla is a junior at 
Knoch HS and enjoys playing volleyball and softball.  Matthew 

has discovered mountain 
biking this summer and 
gets the privilege of having 
his mom as principal for his 
eighth grade year!  As a fam-
ily, we enjoy spending time 
on our boat during the sum-
mer.  We also love to travel 
to the beach, mountains… 
anywhere! 
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Children’s Choir  -  Kindergarten through 2nd Grade
5 weeks of singing, playing instruments and music games
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30  -  Sept. 4 - Oct. 2 in music room
Singing for worship Sept. 23, Oct. 7.

Youth Choir - 3rd through 6th Grade
Join us for 5 weeks of singing, instrumentals, and games
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30  - Oct. 9 - Nov. 6th in music room
Singing for worship Oct. 21, Nov. 11

Adult Choir - High school to ?
Six weeks of singing, fun, and building our faith 
Tuesdays, 7:00—8:30, Nov. 13—Dec. 18 in choir room
Singing for worship Nov 25, Dec 9, December 24.

New Choir members are always welcome!

Our new Saturday Night Mu-
sic & Worship Director, Diane 
Beckstead is looking forward to 
working with St. Luke members 
from Kindergarten to mature 
adults in three different choirs.  
Each of these choirs will prac-
tice for six weeks.  They will then 
participate in a worship service 
to bless the congregation with 
their musical offerings.  Please 
keep Diane in your prayers as 
she launches these new pro-
grams.

Music 
Notes

We will also be exploring the lev-
el of interest in starting a hand 
bell choir.  If you are interested, 
please contact Crstal Berteau at 
crystal.berteau@gmail.com.  She 
will be leading this new musical 
endeavor in the fall season.
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It Is Well With My Soul

1 Peter 4:19, " Therefore, let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls
 to a faithful Creator while doing good."

This beloved hymn was written by Horatio Spafford dur-
ing a time of immense trial.  He was a successful lawyer 
and businessman in Chicago in the 1800s. His only son 
died of pneumonia in 1871.  The Chicago fire devastated 
most of his property holdings.  Shortly thereafter, an-
other financial disaster severely impacted the family as 
well.  In an effort to bolster his family, Spafford arranged 
for them to cross the Atlantic to go to a D. L. Moody 
rally in November of 1873.  Spafford had to remain be-
hind for a few days for business reasons. While crossing 
the Atlantic, the ocean liner carrying his wife, Anna and 
four daughters was hit. It sank within twelve minutes of 
the impact. Anna Spafford was pulled from the wreckage 
alive.  She was finally able to cable her husband the words, 
"Saved alone, what shall I do?"  All four of their daugh-
ters perished in the accident.  On the way to join his dis-
traught wife, Spafford wrote the words to this hymn as the 
ship passed over the place where his children had died. 
 
In the midst of any sorrow or trial we might be facing, 
we are comforted by an ever-present God.

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

(Refrain:) It is well (it is well),
with my soul (with my soul),
It is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials 
should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.
(Refrain)

My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
(Refrain)

For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live:
If Jordan above me shall roll,
No pain shall be mine, for in death as in life
Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul.
(Refrain)

And Lord haste the day, when the faith shall be 
sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall 
descend,
Even so, it is well with my soul.
(Refrain)
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We are so proud to an-
nounce that our own Brian 
Bocian has begun the pro-
cess towards becoming a 
Lutheran Pastor.

Vicar Brian and Pastor 
Barry recently returned 
from a trip to St. Louis, 
Missouri, where Brian was 
commissioned along with 
many other candidates in 
the Specific Ministry Pas-
tor, better known as the 
SMP.

This process will take sev-
eral years and a lot of hard 
work and dedication.  

It is a four year process of 
distant learning and resi-
dential intensives.

Brian will be ordained af-
ter completion of a 2 year 
Vicarage for the local 
church here at St. Luke.

Upon Ordination, Brian 
will be authorized to carry 
out the full duties of the 
Pastorship here at St. Luke.

Brian may decide to go 
on to a Master of Arts 
with Practical Theology 
through a one year Resi-
dency. Please support Bri-
an and his family in your 
prayers as he begins this 
journey with on line class-
es, while still performing 
his duties as Youth leader, 
and being an involved dad 
and husband.  

 Brian Bocian Begins His Journey

Vicar Brian Bocian with his Mentor Pastor Barry J. Keurulainen.

SMP class with their mentors from three churches in the East-
ern district. From left to right: Pastor Ben Braun and Vicar Peter 
Johnson of Faith Lutheran, Penfield, NY; Pastor Barry J. Keuru-
lainen and Vicar Brian Bocian of St Luke, Cabot, PA; Pastor Chuck 
Whited and Vicar Jason Christ of First Trinity of Tonawanda, NY.

Vicar Brian Bocian in his new 
clerical garb.
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St. Luke Lutheran Church & School
330 Hannahstown Rd.
Cabot, PA  16023
724-352-2777
www.stlukecabot.org      

St. Luke Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

 
A community of believers  

worshipping and proclaiming  
the Good News of  

salvation for over 170 years
1847 - 2018

 
"By the power of Christ, we carry the power of hope to the poor, the broken, and the outcast."

A gazebo was installed near the Old School House this summer.  
It is a welcoming place to come and pray.


